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THE UNIVERSE GIVETH |7 
AND THE UNIVERSE 
TAKETH AWAY. 


THIS SHELTER -- ADAMANTIUM 


BUT RIGHT NOW THE UNIVERSE ALLOWS, THE AIR RECICLING 
SFG TO, Be SORNEING ALOT. MOORS SYSTEM, THE REINFORCED STEEL 
KEEP MORLLIN FROM FINDING 
YOU. IN TIME, HE WOULD HAVE 


YOU CANNOT 
RUN. YOU CANNOT 
HIDE. 


you 
Ser AND 
EVENTUALLY ie 


THIS PLACE WAS 
SUPPOSED TO BE 
A SHELTER AGAINST 
MORLUN, THE GUY 
WHO'S SMEARED ME 
ACROSS MOST OF 
NEW YORK CITY. 


BUT ONCE HE 
TOUCHED YOU... 
ALL THIS BECAME 
IRRELEVANT. HE 
CAN FIND YOU 


NOW EZEKIEL laa ise 


TELLS ME IT'S 


AND THE 
HITS JUST 
KEEP ON 
COMING. 


WHAT HAPPENED 
TO "WE HAVE 
SIMILAR POWERS BUT 
IM GETTING OLD AND 
I WANT TO DO ONE 
LAST GOOD THING 
WITH MY LIFE’? YOU AN 


OFFER. YOU 
DECLINED. 


OKAY, I 
GOT THAT PART, 
I'M PAST THAT. 
YOU KNOW WHAT TM 
UP AGAINST. HOW 
ABOUT A HELPING 
HAND? 
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RISK EXPOSING 

MYSELF TO HIM, 

NOT EVEN FOR 
YOU. 


————— 
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T'VE NEVER ASKED FOR MUCH. j ALL T'VE EVER ASKED IS FOR 
LIKE EVERYBODY ELSE, I KNOW ONE CHANCE TO TRY, TO STAND 
THE ODDS ARE ALWAYS AGAINST ON MY OWN FEET AND GIVE IT MY 
US. THAT'S JUST THE WAY THE BEST SHOT. SUCCEED OR FAIL, 
UNIVERSE WORKS. I DON'T WANT J LIVE OR DIE, IF I KNOW I TRIED, 
GUARANTEES, PROMISES, THEN I CAN ACCEPT 
mnie oe FALSE WHATEVER HAPPENS. 


GOODBYE, 
EZEKIEL. 


AS I TRY TO KEEP MY CRACKED 
RIBS FROM GRINDING, I WEIGH MY 
REMAINING OPTIONS THAT DON'T 
INVOLVE GETTING TURNED INTO 
A WET SPOT ON THE CONCRETE. 


1 = A Waa Jd GONE... TO TRY AND PULL 
tM BACK AGAIN. 
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DAMN... THERE'S 
NEVER A GOOD 
OPTION TW 


I THINK HE'S 
DECIDED NOT 
TO WAIT AROUND 


FOR ME TO 
SHOW UP AGAIN. 


I CAN'T... T HAVE 
OBLIGATIONS. 


ANNUAL REPORTS AND 
AN ITINERARY. 


| YEP. THIS HAS 
GOT MORLUN'S 
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I SEE HIM... I SEE HE HAS... 
AND IN THAT INSTANT THE 

PAIN IS GONE, THE FATIGUE 
(5 GONE, EVERYTHING IS 

GONE WITH ONE EXCEPTION. 


3 WHO BEAT ME AS A KID. RAGE 
KY] AGAINST EVERY STEROID-CRAZED 


TURN INNOCENT BYSTANDERS 
6 INTO PULP JUST BECAUSE HE CAN. 


BUT I ALREADY KNOW 
HE'S COMING, EVEN IF 
I COULDN'T FEEL HIM, T 
KNOW HE'D BE THERE, 
TAKING ADVANTAGE 
OF THE SITUATION. 
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I JUST WANT 
A PIECE OF 
THE CREEP. 
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<“ F I GET IN SOME 
Q GOOD SHOTS. HE 
ee a = BARELY FEELS THEM. 
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Ki ‘ JUST KEEP SWINGING. 

OF His. DOESNT MATTER, 4) JUST...KEEP... SWINGING. 
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-- T THINK IT 
JUST NEEDS | 
SOMETHING AL. 
NOT THAT YOU NEED A FASHION Ni Weenie ig 
CONSULTANT OR ANYTHING..WELL, MAYBE. ZA 
MAYBE A GOOD PSYCHOLOGIST... L I> | 
AND AS MUCH AS T LIKE A a 
~_GOOD GOTH COAT -—_ 


THAT 
THEY 
BUT WHY 


QUIBBLE? 
RE 


YOU KNOW. . 
WELL, 
ACTUALLY, 
DO, 

WHEN I GET TOO FAR 
AHEAD. SO THE KEY IS 
TO STAY JUST FAR 
ENOUGH AHEAD TO 
BUY TIME WITHOUT 
FORCING HIM TO GO 
AFTER OTHERS TO 
SLOW ME DOWN OR 
BRING ME BACK. 

HEY/ YOU 


0 YOU KNOW HOW MUCH 
STUFF COSTS? SPIDER-WEBS 


DON'T JUST GROW ON TREES, 
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TOO BAD HE’ 
NOT A SIXTE! 
BUT THE LACK 
OF POCKETS 
STRIKES AGAIN 
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JUST ONE THING 
I'M GONNA NEED. 


(T' 


J IT'S ENOUGH TO HOLD 
i A SIXTEEN TON TRUCK. 
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I CAN HEAR THE 
| SCREAMS STARTING 


AGAIN EVEN AS I 


7 

-- AND THE THING ABOUT MR. PARKER OH, TM SORRY YOU CANT MAKE (tT \———4 

IS, HE WANTS TO BE HERE. SOME OF IN TODAY. YES, EVERY TEACHER HAS 

THE OTHER TEACHERS, IT'S LIKE THEY FOUR SICK DAYS, BUT USUALLY THEY 
HAVE TO BE HERE BECALISE THEY SAVE THEM FOR AFTER THEY'VE 


BEEN TEACHING FOR A 
WHILE... 


(T'S JUST THAT MOST 
REAL SICKNESSES START 
THE NIGHT BEFORE, NOT 


AN HOUR BEFORE YOU FOR THE 
CLASS, SO -- 6 


TM TIRED. I'VE BEEN FIGHTING THIS GUY FOR NEARLY 
TWELVE HOURS STRAIGHT, IT HAVEN'T HAD ANYTHING 
TO EAT OR DRINK... AND HE'S NOT EVEN TIRED. 


BUT TAM. I'M HURT AND I'M TIRED 
AND I WANT TO GO HOME AND 
I WANT TO SLEEP 


AND I DON'T 
WANT TO BE HERE... AND I THINK... 


CAN I LET THIS 
ONE GO? CAN IT 
LET IT 


SOMEONE ELSE'S 
PROBLEM, JUST 
FOR A MINUTE, 

SO I CAN REST? 


BUT IT WISH T 
COULD. GOD, 
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HE WALL/ 
'M TOO 
CLOSE TO 
THE W-- 
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CAN'T BREATHE... GOD, I ¥ 
IT BREATHE... CHEST'S 
ON FIRE... CAN'T MOVE.... 
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YOU SEEM RATHER |) -. 
DISTRACTED, SIR. ‘ 
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I WAS 
SAYING THAT WE 
IN MAXIMIZE OUR 
EAMS 


N 
REAL MONIES, WE CA 
USE Al 
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PLACE AND PICK UP gg 
YOURS TOO ON THE “GNA 
WAY OUT. 
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YOL KNOW I LOVE YOU, RIGHT? I MEAN, 
I GET BUSY SOMETIMES, AND I MAY 


FORGET TO SAY IT, BUT I NEVER YOU'RE MY 


FORGET TO THINK IT. in ee AUNT. 
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I ALWAYS KNEW 
THAT SOONER OR 
| LATER, I'D Lose. 
IT'S MATH, YOU SEE. 
STATISTICS. NO ONE 
WINS FOREVER. 


ONLY THING THAT 

MATTERS IS HOW 
YOU FACE IT WHEN 
TH IN 
COME UP YOUR WAY. 


IMTIRED, BuT P <r 
I'M NOT AFRAID. 
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—] «WON'T GIVE UP... 
WON'T GIVE UP... 
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N EW anon THAT MOMENT, ODDLY 
ENOUGH, T FINALLY UNDERSTAND 
ms HAL] WHAT IT FEELS LIKE FOR SOMEONE 
BACK 3 | ELSE TO LOOK UP AND SEE Me. 
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AND IT'S GREAT. 
TOTALLY, FREAKIN’ 
GREAT. 
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SO IM JUST 
GONNA HAVE TO 


MAKE SURE 
THAT DOESN'T 
HAPPEN. 


TURN YOUR BACK 
PEOPLE? IT'S RUDE. 


(T'S JUST THE WAY OF 
NGS, P. NOBODY'S 


INTERESTING. BUT I WILL WASTE 
YOU'RE NOT PURE. TAKE YOU NOT, WANT 
NOT LIKE HIM. ANYWAY. NOT. 


IT'S A NEW EXPERIENCE, 
RELYING ON SOMEONE |. 
WITH SIMILAR POWERS Se 
TO WHAT T HAVE. 
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IS INSTINCTS ARE 
AS MINE, HIS MOVEMENTS MUCH 
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I THINK MY LINCLE BEN eee 
CA , WOULD'VE LIKED Hi. ——=—_ 
F. ee] I THINK THEY WOLLD'VE 
- =| HAD ALOT INCOMM-- J 
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I'M SORRY... 


PETE... I THOUGHT 
T COULD HOLD 


THOUGHT... ‘ 


NICE...NOT FILLING, BUT 
NICE...THINK TLL GO 


= 
SO 
I KEEP DIVING FOR OVER |, 
TWENTY MINUTES, 
LONGER THAN EVENT > 
CAN HOLD MY BREATH. 
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I DON'T KNOW HOW MUCH TIME 
ONCE, REAL GOOD. JUST 


jie I HAVE, HOW MUCH TIME EZEKIEL 
ONCE, BUT IT WAS ENOUGH. 


BOUGHT ME, BUT HE GOT ME 
M *] || SomeTHING EVEN MORE IMPORTANT 
We THAN TIME. SOMETHING I 
a DIDN'T HAVE UNTIL NOW: 
ENOLIGH TO MAKE HIM x \\\\ 
BLEED. LIP LINTIL NOW, R\ \ 
MORLLIN'S KNOWN ALL 
HE NEEDS TO KNOW ae 
ABOUT ME, BUT T'VE 
KNOWN NOTHING 
ABOUT MORLUN. 


HE BOUGHT 
ME A CHANCE. 


AND THAT'S ALL 
I'VE EVER NEEDED. 
JUST A CHANCE. 


I MAY NOT BE REED RICHARDS, Ff 
BUT BY GOD T'M A SCIENTIST, 


TO PROVE IT. OKAY, MOST OF 
Sauna sa wcacsdhandd HIS BLOOD IS AN AMALGAM OF 
Ah EVERY KIND OF CELL: ANIMAL, 


BIRD, HUMAN AND INSECT. PUREST 
FORMS OF DNA I'VE EVER SEEN. 
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MY GUESS IS THAT THE CELLS 
CAN GO AFTER ME OR 


THAT EXPLAINS HOW HE 


REQUIRE PERIODIC RECHARGING 
ANYONE ELSE EZEKIEL FROM A SOURCE LIFE-FORM 
DESCRIBED AS A TOTEM. IN EACH CATEGORY. 
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THE PURER THE 

SOURCE, TH 
STRONGER THE 

CHARGI 
& 
THAT'S WHY HE WANTS 
ME. EZEKIEL THINKS 
THAT IM CLOSER TO THIS | 
TOTEMISTIC SOURCE. 
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TRUTH IS, 
I'VE NEVER 
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WHATEVER MORLLIN MAY a be 
THINK, I'M NOT PURE. AND (A Be 
THAT MAY BE MY ONE 
CHANCE TO BEAT HIM. 
Wi/a Fig 


={ AND I INTEND TO 
DO JUST THAT. 
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FIVE YEARS TO PAY OFF SOMETHING WS < 
YOU oe YEAR ONES” AND T SAID, SS \\ WH 


-- SO HE SAYS TO ME, "HOW CAN YOU WATCH \ \ OH, veez... THATS YY 
THAT BABYLON 5 CRAP? I MEAN, IT TAKES ; Uy 
GY 
AT'S EXACTLY IT/ Z 
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THI 
) 1S THE PLANT | 
SUPERVISOR... YOU 
ARE INSTRUCTED 


A LITTLE WORK ON THE 


WIRES, A LITTLE JIGGLING | 
A WE'RE GONNA DANCE, YOU AND T, 
ahs A orale EN : “3 MORLUN. AND THIS IS GONNA END, 
ale a pee) ; RIGHT HERE, RIGHT NOW, FOREVER. 


OUT OF THE BUILDING... fy 
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BECAUSE I'VE 
REACHED MY OWN 
CRITICAL MASS. | 


AND ITM 


SHOW UP AND GET INSIDE TO FIND OUT IT'S 
A FALSE ALARM. BUT THAT'S ALL I NEED. 


